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Performing and
Creative Arts

Manchester has a thriving arts and culture scene and is home to art galleries, theatres and
museums that attract international performances and productions. With so much creativity
on our doorstep, our pupils are given every opportunity to explore the performing, visual
and creative arts both in school and in the wider community.

Art

The Art Department provides a space where students

have the freedom to express their ideas and thoughts and
work creatively to develop their passions. Extra-curricular
classes include weekly life drawing classes for Sixth Formers,
workshops for Key Stage 3 students and an Art Award scheme
for those wishing to further develop their creative skills.

Example Art Clubs:
Junior Art Club for Year 7

Art Award for Year 8 and Year 9

After school workshops for GCSE and A-level students

Life Drawing after school for Sixth Form students

GCSE Graphics Club

Performing Arts
Drama

Engaging with performing arts allows our pupils to explore
their emotions, expand their imagination and helps them
develop their own, unique voice. The Drama Department
provides girls with excellent opportunities in acting, directing
and technical skills through performance and theatre visits.

A range of performing opportunities take place throughout
the year including a Cabaret evening, lower school drama
showcase, Drama Club productions, a Year 8 Drama inter-
form competition, Sixth Form Play-in-a-Week and Senior
and Junior Performing Arts evenings. Our annual school
production combines the talents of our Drama, Dance

and Music Departments and is a platform for students to
showcase their creativity, whether it is behind the scenes
or on-stage. It is a fantastic opportunity for students to
forge new friendships across school and develop teamwork,
cooperation and communication skills whilst inevitably raising
self-confidence and esteem. Past productions have included
Sweeney Todd, Billy Elliot, Hairspray, Sister Act and Little Shop
of Horrors.

In addition to curricular and extra-curricular Drama, we offer
LAMDA Speech and Drama lessons for individuals, duos and
groups which are extremely popular with girls from Year 2
through to Year I3.

Dance

With styles ranging from contemporary, jazz, musical theatre,
hip-hop, street dance, ballet and Bollywood, there are plenty
of opportunities for our students to dance! Every year group
has its own Dance club in our beautiful mirrored dance
studio and the chance to audition for our Junior and Senior
Dance companies each autumn.

Dance performances include the annual musical production,
internal competitions and a dance show in the spring term
which celebrates our talented community. For those students
on a dance scholarship, there is also the opportunity to lead
their own Dance club.

Music

A purpose-built music wing provides our Music Department
with perfect acoustics and ample space to teach over

20 different instruments. Each week, more than 300
individual instrumental and singing lessons take place in the
Department, and a large number of students also participate
in our extra-curricular music provision with opportunities for
students of all ages and abilities.

A full events calendar gives students the chance to perform;
from the monthly Twilight Concerts, Christmas Concert

and Summer Soirée to our Founders Day celebrations and
the annual Carol Service at St. Ann’s Church, Manchester.
Numerous competitions run alongside these events including
the annual Warburton Competition which has run every year
since 1935 and is named after former teacher, musician and
composer,

Dr Annie Warburton.



“With super teaching spaces,
practice rooms as far as

the eye can see.. the school
is certainly alive with the
sound of music. Definitely
the place to be for those with
aspirations to develop their
talent and interest.”

Good Schools Guide Review of
Manchester High School for Girls, 2025

Ensembles:

Cello Group

Chorale (Choir for Years 7-9)
Jazz Band

Musical Band / Brass Ensemble
Popular Ensemble

Senior Orchestra

Strike! (Mixed ensemble for instrumentalists up
to Grade 4/5)

Vocal Group (student led)
Wind Band

Instrumental Lessons:

Bass Guitar Oboe
Bassoon Percussion/Drum Kit
Cello Piano
Clarinet Saxophone
Classical Guitar Singing
Cornet Trombone
Double Bass Trumpet
Electric Guitar Tuba
Euphonium Viola

Flute Violin
French Horn Ukulele

Harp
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Residential
& Day Trips

So many memories are made on school trips and we give our students lots of opportunities

to experience life beyond the school gates. Many departments offer trips that enhance the
curriculum and provide experiential learning opportunities. These trips also help to develop a
broader understanding of the world and offer different cultural experiences whilst being great fun!

“Extra-curricular clubs

and trips are an essential
element of the Manchester
High offer. Trips include the
likes of Borneo and Pompeii’

’

Good Schools Guide Review of
Manchester High School for Girls, 2025

Example Residential Trips:

Lakeside Residential for Year 7

MFL trips to Malaga/lé’ér\s Years 8 -10

Geography trip to Icélénd Year 10— J6

Art trip to the Lomdo?w galleries for Years 10 — S6 :

PE Ski Trips to countries such as Austria,
Switzerland or Norway — Senior and Sixth Form

Computer Science and Economics trip to Disneyland VParis
English and Drama trrilra to New York :
Creative Writing tripéo North Wales

Duke of Edinburgh A;/Qard Scheme

Example Day Trips:
Chester Zoo

Chill Factor

Alton Towers

Crocky Trail

Poole’s Cavern

The Football Museurrrwr

Numerous Theatre and Concert Hall visits
throughout the year



Our Values

Manchester High School for Girls nurtures...
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. b We foster a culture of respect for others, tolerance, (

‘ :\ kindness, honesty and service. Pupils are encouraged @
v to contribute to their community, locally and globally. @

an individual. We support their aspirations and encourage the .
development of resilience and self-confidence, so that our pupils

can become tenacious, independent and happy.

We empower our pupils to think for themselves and to experiment,
express opinions, develop new ideas and challenge stereotypes.
We encourage them to be ‘risk-takers’, embracing the importance
of failure and viewing challenges as stepping-stones to future

r—{
)] .
w progress, enabling them to be self-confident agents of change.

We inspire a lifelong love of learning and promote
the highest standards of intellectual curiosity and
academic rigour among both our staff and pupils.

We are proud of our diverse community and know every pupil as ¢
N
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We believe in prioritising the all-round development 20’

of our pupils and encourage the pursuit of enjoyment,
fun and mindfulness; recognising that happiness is
fundamental to success.

Our Vision

Our vision is excellence: to deliver a pioneering, innovative and dynamic learning
experience within a compassionate and caring environment for a needs blind, diverse
community where the wellbeing and happiness of every individual and the fulfilment
of their potential are our priority. As the School of choice for girls in the North-West,
our pupils - like those who have attended the School before them - will go on to be

global citizens and courageous motivators of change.
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Please note, whilst we endeavour to have up to date information in our
literature we cannot always guarantee each activity will run every year.
Those listed, therefore, represent an example for students and families
of what has been available over recent academic years. Furthermore,
whilst most extra-curricular activities are included within School fees,
there may be an additional charge for off-site trips.

Manchester High School for Girls
Grangethorpe Road, Manchester, M14 6HS

T Ol6l 224 0447
E registrar@mhsg.manchester.sch.uk
www.manchesterhigh.co.uk

in f  @manhighgiris

Follow us on
social media:
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